
November 30, 2025
9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.

1st Sunday of Advent

	
	

Welcome!  We’re glad that you’re here.  Please use the time 
before worship to prepare your heart and mind for being in the 
presence of God.  The musical prelude is offered as a time of 

spiritual preparation

Please let us know you are here, 
especially if you are new to worship with us!

Simply open your camera on your smart phone and 
aim it at the code below. Thank you!.

Stay in touch with UMCNL! 

* Visit www.umcnl.com
* Check out our Facebook page at www.facebook.com/  
   UMCNL
* Download the free UMCNL app for announcements, prayer 
   requests,sermons, newsletters, online giving, and more.
* Subscribe on our website to get our monthly newsletter 
   electronically and other e-mail updates.

ENTRANCE

Prelude & Processional  
	     	         “There’s A Song In The Air” by Whitworth
			              			   (Karen Weirman)

Welcome & Announcements

*Passing of the Peace

*Opening Prayer
Arise, shine, your light has come. Lord, 
we gather this Advent Season in hopeful 
expectation of your coming light. You are the 
light of the world. Help us to follow you and 
no longer walk in darkness. Come, O Holy 
Light, and shine among us. Amen.

*Opening Hymn   “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”       
						       (#211, v. 1, 2,3,6)

Lighting of Advent Wreath

PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE

A Time Mostly for Children

Anthem   9:00        “Alleluia for Advent” by Liebergen   	    	
						         (Chancel Choir)

                11:00       “O Christmas Tree”                (Joyful Bells)

Moment of Silence and Pastoral Prayer             

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be 
thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever.  Amen.

Scripture Reading    Isaiah 60:1-3

Sermon:       “O Holy Light (Part 1): The Promised Light”		
		         		     	            Rev. Mark Meyers

THANKSGIVING

Moment of Gratitude and Generosity
Want to give electronically? Please scan 
the code to give now! Thank you!

Offertory      9:00      “O Come to Us, Emmanuel” by Martin
					                     (Chancel Choir)
	         
	         11:00       “He Shall Feed His Flock” 	  
			    			    (Karen Weirman)

*Doxology    “Gloria - In Excelsis Deo” 				  
				     
*Prayer of Dedication

O Holy Light, you shine upon us with grace and 
glory. You call us to walk in your brightness and 
bear your light to others. These gifts we bring to 
you now: the work or our hands, the fruits of our 
labor, and the offerings of grateful hearts. Receive 
them and use them to spread your light to every 
corner of a world in need of your love. Amen.

SENDING FORTH

*Closing Hymn         “I Want to Walk as a Child of Light” 	                                                                          	
						      UMH #206 (v.1-3)
					           
*Benediction  

Recessional   
	            9:00      “Be Near Me Lord Jesus”
				             (Tune to Away in a Manger)

	          11:00      “Amen”

Postlude        		  “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”
						        (Karen Weirman)

	
**Communion will be available in the Chapel immediately 

following the service for those who wish to participate.

The flowers on the altar have been placed by:
Teena Glazebrook, in honor of all volunteers for 

Ridgewood Food Pantry



Youth Updates
Sunday School Schedule for December during the 9:00 
service All classes will be learning about the Christmas 
Season. 3rd -7th graders should bring their Bibles to Church.

November 30th - First Sunday of Advent
December 7th - Second Sunday of Advent
December 14th - Third Sunday of Advent
December 21st - Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 28th - No Sunday School
January 4th - No Sunday School

Sunday School will resume on January 11th. There will not 
be Sunday School on Christmas Eve, so teachers may 
celebrate with their families.

Nursery is available today during the 9:00 service for 
children 3 months to 36 months. Please bring your child down 
before 9:15.

Youth Group  Join us! UMCNL will host a weekly youth 
program for 7-12 grade students every Wednesday from 7:00 
p.m.- 8:30 p.m. We would love for you to join us! Keep in touch 
via email and text by texting JOINUYM to 84576 or connect 
online with us at unitedmethodistchurchofn.flocknote.com

 Contact Us/Prayer Requests
Would you like to connect with one of our Pastors?  Please see 
the contact information below or you can scan one of  the codes 
below using your smartphone to directly set an appointment. 

Pastor Mark:   Call/text: 815-587-3795; mark@umcnl.com
Pastor Wesley: Call/text: 630-708-2470; wesley@umcnl.com

   Pastor Mark	         Prayer Requests         Pastor Wesley

Church Happenings
Coffee Hour Come and enjoy fellowship time between 
services!  Thank you Endowment/Finance for hosting coffee 
hour today. Ad Council will host 12/7.

Opening Our Time Capsules Today! As our congregation 
turns three, we will be opening our time capsules from the 
cornerstones of the former Frankfort and Mokena buildings.  
Please join us between worship services at 10:15 a.m. in the 
Chapel.  Come, grab a snack at fellowship hour, and join in the 
fun of looking back at the treasures from our past. 

UMM Advent, Communion Service and Fellowship 
Breakfast will be Saturday, December 13 at 8:30 a.m. We 
welcome in the Advent Season with our brothers across the 
Lake South District. We will celebrate an Advent Communion 
Service and a few words from Rev. Mark Meyers that morning.

A Note about Winter Weather When there is an abundance 
of snow, ice wind or whatever, please be absolutely sure to 
exercise caution when making the decision to venture out to 
worship. It is our practice to meet for worship every Sunday 
at 9 and 11 a.m. Even if the snow is blowing and the lights are 
out, we will still be here for service and we will also do our 
best to stream the 11:00 service.

The Mitten Tree is Back! It’s starting to get cold outside, and 
there are many children who do not have warm clothing. We are 
again collecting items to help keep them warm including new 
or gently used and clean children’s coats, hats, gloves, boots, 
PJ’s, socks, and small blankets. We will distribute donations 
to six local shelters. Please bring donations and place on or 
under the mitten tree in the narthex any time during the month 
of December. Because of you, a child will be warm!

Memorial Ornament If you have lost a loved one from 
your immediate family this year and would like to have an 
ornament with their name put on the memorial Christmas tree, 
please call Bonnie DuCharme (815) 735-2188.  Please try to 
call before Thanksgiving.  You may take the ornament home 
on Christmas Eve or soon after Christmas.  Thank you!

Sunday Email If you are not receiving a Sunday morning email 
for Wesley and wish to be added, please contact Pastor Wesley 
at wesley@umcnl.com. You’ll receive an email each Sunday 
at 6:30 a.m. with the most current UMCNL information.

Get Involved
Christmas Cookie Sale will be December 6, 2025 from 9:00 a.m. 
to 1:00 p.m. We are continuing the tradition of holding a Christmas 
cookie sale and we would like you to join us!! Sign-up sheets are 
posted in the Narthex to bake cookies and work the event on December 
6th in 2 separate shifts. We request that the donated cookies be the 
festive holiday cookies and candies - not the everyday cookies we 
usually have year-round. Please make at least 8 dozen of each type 
of donated cookie so that there are enough for many people to have 
the chance to purchase a variety for their holiday treats or gifts. As 
an incentive we will be offering a contest, so bakers bring your best!

The Hannah Circle Christmas party will be Friday, December 12, 
from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at Beggars Pizza in New Lenox. All women 
of the church are cordially invited to join us for pizza and Christmas 
fun! For more information, please contact Jane Corradetti at (815) 
258-8304

Ruth Circle will meet for lunch at 1:00 Monday, December 8 at 
Gatto’s Restaurant on Route 30. Please let Bobbie know if you will 
be able to attend.  (815) 485-6856.

Greeters Needed We are looking for greeters on Sundays! Please 
contact Joyce Korista at (815) 485-6879 if you can help!

Friendship Group Our next Friendship Group Luncheon will be 
December 18 at noon at Aurelio’s in Frankfort at 9901 W. Lincoln 
Highway. Sponsors are Mike Buell, Jim Speicher and Mark Wieclaw.  
All are invited 55+ to see you there. Sign up sheet is in the Narthex!

Birthday Bag Donations In Sunday School, we are celebrating 
Jesus’ birthday! What better way to do it than to collect items for the 
Birthday Bag project for the food pantry? The children are asked to 
bring any of the following items to Sunday School in December: a 
box of cake mix, a can of frosting, a package of birthday candles, or a 
12-oz can of pop (like Coke, Dr. Pepper, 7-up). Items can be donated 
from December 7th to December 21st. Thank you for helping us 
celebrate Jesus’ birthday. If you would like to support our Sunday 
School students, these items can be brought by the congregation and 
placed in the shopping cart in the Narthex.

Welcome Center Volunteers are needed on Sundays! If you are 
interested and/or have any questions, please contact Amanda Fox at 
amandaseverson1281@gmail.com


